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PHIL 390-01:  Machiavelli and Bacon  Office:  Hinkle 212 
Fall, 2015      Phone: ext. 2020 
Dr. Timothy Sean Quinn Hours: WF 1:30—3:00, and by 
appointment 
 
 
Themes and Goals 
 
The origins of modern political liberalism are usually associated with the Enlightenment 
and its discovery of human rights and the autonomy of individual interests, the opposition 
between Church and State, and the creation of economic mechanisms intended to enable 
the mastery of nature.  These concepts, however, have an antecedent origin in the 
writings of Niccolò Machiavelli and Francis Bacon.  To Machiavelli and Bacon we owe 
the rejection of classical and theological notions of politics in favor of “new modes and 
orders,” a scientific state.  This semester, we will read select writings of Machiavelli and 
Bacon that bear on the foundation of this distinctly new way of conceiving politics and 
political philosophy. 
 
This course is part of the Xavier Core Curriculum, which aims to develop people of 
learning and reflection, integrity and achievement, in solidarity for and with others. It 
therefore addresses the following core learning objective at the intermediate level:  
“Students recognize and cogently discuss significant questions in the humanities, arts, 
and the natural and social sciences.” 
 
Texts 
 
Machiavelli, Niccolò  The Prince (University of Chicago Press) 
 
   Discourses on Livy (University of Chicago Press) 
 
Bacon, Francis  Selected Writings (Hackett) 
 
     Essays  (Penguin) 
 
Requirements 
 
Two take-home exams (20% each), a term paper proposal (10%), a term paper (40%) and 
a presentation of research (10%). 
  
Exams:  The take-home exams are to be approximately seven pages in length, and will 
ask you respond to a question arising from the readings.  The final exam will be 
cumulative, and will be worth 40%. Both will be essay in format.  
 
Term Paper:  The term paper will develop an issue in the writings of Machiavelli and/or 
Bacon.  It will be due in two parts.  The first part, due by October 12, is a two-page 
proposal for your term paper.  It will include the following information:  the central 
themes and questions you will address, the basic organization of your paper, the primary 
sources you intend to use, and an annotated list of (minimum) three secondary sources.   
The term paper itself will be due Monday, December 7.  It should be between 15 and 20 
pages in length, double-spaced with 1 inch margins.  Both the proposal and the term 
paper should be formatted according to the criteria of the Chicago Style Manual. 
 
Presentation of Research:  The final four classes of the semester, and the time scheduled 
for the final exam, will be dedicated to presentations of your semester research.  Each 
student will have approximately 15 minutes to offer a précis of the term paper, and take 
questions from the class.  The presentation should include a brief outline or summary of 
the main points your research covered, for distribution to the class. 
 
Class Participation:  The mode of philosophy is discussion.  Therefore, regular class 
attendance and participation is necessary.  Without it, it is not possible to receive an “A” 
for the course.  More than 3 unexcused absences drop your grade one letter grade; more 
than 6 results in failure for the course. 
 
A note on electronics:  Cell phones must remain invisible. 
 
 
Schedule 
 
Aug. 24:  Introduction 
 
Aug. 26—Sept. 18: Machiavelli, The Prince (complete) 
 
Sept. 21—Oct. 19: Machiavelli, Discourses I, Dedication, Preface, chs. 1-27; II, Preface, 
chs. 1-11; III, chs. 1-9, 49. 
 
  First Take-Home:  Friday, Oct. 2  
  Proposal due:  Monday, October 12 
 
Oct. 21—Nov. 6:  Bacon, The New Atlantis 
 
Nov. 9—Dec. 2:  Bacon, The Great Instauration and New Organon I; Essays. 
 
  Second Take-Home:  Friday, Dec. 20 
  Term Paper due: Monday, December 7 
 
Dec. 4—11; Wednesday, Dec. 16:  Presentations of Research 
  
GRADING POLICIES 
 
The Philosophy Department has adopted the following standards for evaluation of all 
written work: 
 
A= work that not merely fully and accurately reproduces class discussion, the main 
thread in an argument or the main philosophical significance of a text under discussion, 
but which goes beyond these and indicates a contribution of the student, giving evidence 
of a deeper understanding of the material in question. 
 
B=work that shows a more or less complete and exact understanding of the issues, texts, 
and/or arguments as explained in class, clearly and logically formulated without going 
beyond such explanations. 
 
C=work that shows basic understanding of the material but with errors, omissions and 
confusions of either a formal or material nature. 
 
D=work that shows a minimal acquaintance with the material or serious logical and 
conceptual flaws in formulating responses to the question raised, the argument at issue, or 
to the philosophical text under discussion. 
 
F=work that shows inadequate acquaintance with texts, issues, or ideas with little or no 
valid logical argumentation; or, the work is a plagiarism.  Cases of plagiarism, which 
involve the use of published or other’s written work without giving credit, must be given 
an F for the course.  
